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Ii--The Coin and Currency Institute, New York 


ITi--Yale University (now Atlantic Mutual Insurance Co.) New York 


TV--Johns Hopkins University -——"" ss s#f#z"o.,, 


, 


V--Mrs. Henry NopweD. eee and Wiliis Du Pont. 
1. John J. Ford Jr., New York dealer who sold specimen 
to Mrs. Norweb, says this is the piece she owns. 
es Witlis DunPont through his coin-dealer spokesman ..202 
Kaplan, says he owns this piece (same pedigree), that 
his father purchased A and that he has invoice. 
Kaplan gave this information via telephone after 


Goin World sent a telegram to Du Pont asking for 


pedigree. Day before, Kaplan said Du Pont did not 
own this coin, that attorney substituted some coins 


on inventory, picking them at random from Red Book. 
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Assayed by Mr.| David Ott, funder my inspection, at} the mint, in pursuance of a resolution of Congress 
of November 29,/1792. I hae added the| specific gravity of each piece of gold coin. 


Mint, January 7,5 1793-6 DAVID BLS TENUOUS EY Director of the Mint. | a 
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No. k2 
ASSAYS AT THE MINT. | 


Communicated to the House of Representatives, January 8, 1793. 


The Secretary of State, to whom was referred, by the fresident 
of the United States, the resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 29th ef November, 1792, on the 
subject of experiments on the coins of France, ingland, 
Spain, and Fortugal, reports: 


that assays and experiments have been, accordingly, made at 
the mint, by the director, and under his care and inspection, 
of sundry gold and silver coins of France, England, Spain, and 
Portugal, and of the quantity, of fine metal and alley in each 
of them, and the specific gravities of those of gold given in 
by the director, a copy of which, and of the letter covering 
it, are contained in the papers marked A and B, 


January 8, 1793. TH. JEFFERSON. \ 


Sins January 7th, 1793. 


I have, herewith, enclosed the result of our assays, 
/&e. of the coins of France, England, Spain, and Portugal. In 
\ the course of the experiments, a very small source of error 
| ‘was dectected, too late for the present occasion, but whiel 
_\ will be garefully guarded against in future. 
AV 


I am, with the most perfect esteem, your most one sent 


\ \ himble servant, 


Ge NN DAVID RITTENHOUSE, Direetor - **® “int. 
\ 


Th, \Jefferson, Secretary of State, 
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ASSATS AT THS MINT. 


Communicated te the Mouse of Representatives, January 5, 1793. 


The Secretary of State, to whor wae referred, by the fresident 
of the United States, the resolution of the Souse of 
Representatives of the 27th cf Tovember, 1792, on the 
subject ef experiments on the coins of France, England, 
Spain, and Portugal, reporte: 


Thet aseays and experiments have been, aecordingly, made at 
the mint, by the director, and under his care and inspection, 
ef sundry gold and silver coins of France, Sngland, Spain, and 
Portugal, and of the quantity, of “ine metal and alloy in each 
of them, and the specific gravities of those of gold given in 
by the director, « copy of which, and of the letter covering 
4%, are contained in the papers marked & and 5, 





Ae 
Sire January 7th, 1793- 


I have, herewith, enclosed the result of our assays, 
he. of the eoins of France, England, Spain, and Portugale in 
the courses of the experiments, a very small source of error 
was dectected, too late for the present occasion, but which 
will be carefully guarded against in future. 


I am, with the most perfect esteen, your most obedient 
humble servant, 


DAVID RITTENSOUSE, Director of the “inte 


Th. Jefferson, Secretary of State. 
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ASSAYS AT THE MINT. 


Communicated to the House of Representatives, January 8, 1793. 


The Secretary of State, to whom was referred, by the President 
of the United States, the resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 29th of November, 1792, on the 
subject of experiments on the coins of France, England, 
Spain, and Portugal, reports: 


That assays and experiments have been, accordingly, made at 
the mint, by the director, and under his care and inspection, 
of sundry gold and silver coins of France, England, Spain, and 
Portugal, and of the quantity, of fine metal and alloy in each 
of them, and the specific gravities of those of gold given in 
by the director, a copy of which, and of the letter covering 
it, are contained in the papers marked A and B, 


January 8, 1793. TH. JEFFERSON. 


Sir: January 7th, 1793. 


I have, herewith, enclosed the result of our assays, 
&c.e of the coins of France, England, Spain, and Portugal. In 
the course of the experiments, a very small source of error 
was dectected, too late for the present occasion, but which 
will be carefully guarded against in future, 


I am, with the most perfect esteem, your most obedient 
humble servant, 


DAVID RITTENHOUSE, Director of the Mint, 


Th. Jefferson, Secretary of State. 
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ASSAYS AT THE MINT. 


Communicated to the House of Representatives, January 8, 1793. 





The Secretary of State, to whom was referred, by the Fresident 
of the United States, the resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 29th of November, 1792, on the 
subject of experiments on the coins of France, England, 
Spain, and Portugal, reports: 


That assays and experiments have been, accordingly, made at 
the mint, by the director, and under his care and inspection, 
of sundry gold and silver coins of France, England, Spain, and 
Portugal, and of the quantity, of fine metal and alloy in each 
of them, and the specific gravities of those of gold given in 
by the director, a copy of which, and of the letter covering 
it, are contained in the papers marked A and 5, 


January 8, 1793. TH. JEFFERSON. 


A. 


Sirs January 7th, 1793. 


I have, herewith, enclosed the result of our assays, 
&e. of the coins of Franee, England, Spain, and Portugal. In 
the course of the experiments, a very small source of error 
was dectected, too late for the present occasion, but which 
will be carefully guarded against in future. 


I am, with the most perfect esteem, your most obedient 
humble servant, 


DAVID RITTENHOUSE, Director of the Mint. 


Th. Jefferson, Secretary of State. 
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ASSAYS AT THE MINT. 


Communiesse: te #4¢ House of Kepresentatives, January ©, 1793.6 


The Secratary of State, to whom was referred, by the ‘resident 
of the Une States, the resolution of the louse of 
iepresen~tives of the 29tn of Hovember, 1792, on the 
subject Ai @xperiments on the coins of France, England, 

Epain, md Portugal, reports’ 


that gosays and experiments have been, aeccordingiy, mace at 
the mints by the director, and under his care and inspection, 
of eund’y gold and silver coins of Yrance, Sngland, Spain, and 
Pertugsl, and of the quantity, of fine metal and elley in each 
of thet, and the speeifie gravities of these of goid given in 
by the director, @ copy of which, and ef the letter covering 
ig, ave contained in the papers marked 4 and 5, 
TH. JEPFEZRSON. 


January 8, 1793. 





Sir: danuary 7th, 1793. 


I nave, herewith, enelesed the result of our asgsaya, 
he, of the coins of France, “agiand, Spain, and Portugal. in 
the course of the experiments, & very small source of errer 
wes dectected, too late for the present cecasion, but whieh 


will be carefuily guarded against in future, 


I amy with the most perfect esteen, your most obedient 
humble servant, 


DAVID RITTENHOUSE, Lirector of the Ninte 


Th, Jefferson, Secretary of State. 





STUDY OF NEWMAN’S 


EPHRAIM BRASHEIR SCRIPT COUNTERSTAMP ON 1772 ENGLISH GUINEA 


The script capital E monogram counterstamp on the obverse of 
a 1772 English guinea is within a circular outline and struck over 
the eye of the portrait. On the reverse opposite the counterstamp 
is a flattened area of similar size caused by the counterstamping. 
The gold coin is very slightly worn and weighs 8.11 grams (125.2 
grains). The diagonally milled edge has been neatly filed away 
from 1 to 4 o’clock on the obverse for testing and adjustment 
purposes. This filing has reduced the official weight of 8.38 
grams (129.44 grains) about 3.28%. 


There are three important matters to consider: 


a) Was there a monetary basis for filing away part of the 
perimeter, 


b) Is the counterstamp that of Ephraim Brasher. 


c) Is the script B the same counterstamp as the alleged script 
EB. 


Comparing this coin to other known counterstamped gold pieces of 
the period it can be noted that: 


I. A 1749 George II guinea, #2344 in Bowers & Merena auction of 
the Garrett collection (formerly Eilisworth , 1923))) contains. Cwo 
obiverse die counterstamps on the obverse,a Script capital B ina 
circle like the one on the 1772 piece under study; and a block 
letter EB counterstamp in a horizontal oval. That 1749 guinea is 
filed down to weigh 125.5 grains. 


II. A 1734 George II guinea, #2343 of the Garrett collection, 
contains a block letter capital EB counterstamp in a horizontal 
oval on its obverse. Part of the edge is filed away so that the 
coin weighs 126 grains. 


III. A 1718 George I quarter-guinea, #2342 of the Garrett 
collection (formerly Ten Eyck, 1922), contains a block letter 
capital EB counterstamp in a horizontal oval on its obverse. Part 
of the edge is filed away so that the coin weighs 31.5 grains 
which if multiplied by 4 results in a comparative weight of 126 
grains. 


IV. A George III guinea, #2346 of the Garrett collection (formerly 
Ten Eyck, 1922), contains a block letter capital EB counterstamp 
in a horizontal oval on its obverse. Part of the edge is filed 
away (obliterating the date ) so that the coins weighs 123 grains. 








V. A 1760 George III half-guinea in the Newman collection has a 
block letter capital EB counterstamp in a horizontal oval on its 
obverse. Part of the edge is filed away so that the coin weighs 
61.8 grains, which if multiplied by 2 results in a comparative 
weight of 123.6 grains. 


VI. A Portuguese 1755 half Joe, #2344 in the Garrett collection 
(ex Chapman, 1883), has a block letter capital EB counterstamp in 
a horizontal oval and weighs 216 grains (9 pennyweights). 


VII. A Portuguese 1769 half Joe, #29 in the Wilcox sale by Chapman 
in 1901," is ‘described ‘as* having "EE. 3 “im Seri pe monogram" 
counterstamped upom it and weighs 216 grains (9 pennyweight). 
Without seeing the piece it is difficult to determine whether the 


monogram mentioned is EB or just B. Monograms are difficult to. 
read as is the B monogram on the Newman guinea piece under study - 


here where part of the fancy work is on the left of the main 
elements of the basic B. Chapman may have been unable to read the 
monogram clearly amd thus it could be the same counterstamp as on 
the piece under study here. 


The weight of the above four Garrett and two Newman pieces 
show a very similar basis in that they are reduced in weight so as 
to pass for the value of 1 pound sterling in gold value or 10 
Shillings or 5 shillings respectively based upon their original 
denomination. 

The use of the script capital B in the counterstamp on # 2344 
of the Garrett collection along with a block letter capital EB 
counterstamp ties the two counterstamps together. No other known 
usages of the script capital B counterstamp indicate otherwise. 
There is no reason for any independent assayer to revalidate the 
Brasher counterstamp. 

It is to be observed that items VI and VII have identical 
weights thus tending to show that they were prepared by the same 
assayer. 

It is reasonable to assume that the script monogram in item 
VII is a B and not an EB because of difficulty in reading a fancy 
monogram. That would: :place script.” capital iB ine ‘three 
counterstamped coins. 

Illustrations of most of the above mentioned counterstamped 
coins are available. . 

The block letter EB in a horizontal oval is on Brasher 
Silverware. No record of a script capital E is known on any 
Silverware. 

Brasher was employed by the US Mint in 1792 to make assays of 
gold and silver coins in U.S. circulation to assist in the 
determination of the legal tender value of such coins pursuant to 
then existing law. 


See also: Howland Wood, Coinage of the West Indies, p. 30, 
fig. 122: & 1235. Aan 24892.) > Cee wane Breen, ANS centennial 


publication. 
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STUDY OF NEWMAN’S 


EPHRAIM BRASHER SCRIPT COUNTERSTAMP ON 1772 ENGLISH GUINEA 


The script capital E monogram counterstamp on the obverse of 
a 1772 English guinea is within a circular outline and struck over 
the eye of the portrait. On the reverse opposite the counterstamp 
is a flattened area of similar size caused by the counterstamping. 
The gold coin is very slightly worn and weighs 8.11 grams (125.2 
grains). The diagonally milled edge has been neatly filed away 
from 1 to 4 o’clock on the obverse for testtmge=end adjustment 
purposes. This filing has reduced the official weight of 8.398° 
grams (129.44 grains) about 3.28%. 

A. WM ntir of— 
There are three important matters to consider: 
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a) Was there a monetary beasts for filing away part of the 
perimeter, . 


b) Is the counterstamp that of Ephraim Brasher PudAcmene Le 


Is the script B the same counterstamp as the alleged script 


Cc) 
_ EB. | | 
oS . (A) the agrptmomegem adiirnpt JB (Jehon Burger) 


Comparing this coim to other known counterstamped gold pieces of 
the period it can be noted that: 


I. A 1749 George II guinea, , 2344 in Bowers & Merena auction of 
the Garrett collection /( lisworth , 1923), contains two 


obiverse die counterstamps on the obverse,a script capital B ina 
circle like the one on the 1772 piece under study; and a~-block 
letter EB ceelesg Hone in a horizontal oval.7~ Phat 1749 guinea is 


filed weigh 125.5 grains 3 4. (the 7) , 

Gh.125.5 grains en 9,3 fama) Vee cl hy tiehnw, 
If. A 1734 George II guinea, #2343 of the Garrett collection, 
contains a block letter capital EB counterstamp in a horizontal 
oval on its obverse. Part of the edge is filed oe a that the 
coin weighs 126 grainsG(§.(bS pom) Nour eirned by (eehna), 


III. A 1718, George I quarter-guinea, #2342 of the Garrett 
collection (fdas Téenevech, (2922), .contains a block letter 
Capital EB counterstamp in a horizontal oval on its obverse. Part . 

of the edge is filed away S6“Stet the ean weigh# 31.5 grains (2.04 jen 
which if multiplied by 4 results in a comparative weight of 126 ; 


grains { SL Gorm) 


2 
IV. A George III guinea, #2346 of the Garrett collection fe <a 
Ten Eyck, 1922), contains ‘a block letter capital EB counterstamp 
in a horizontal oval on its obverse. Part of the edge is filed 
away (obliterating the date ) seesrret the coins weigh& 123 grains. 
p2 . 


(7.97 qonn) rs si ea 


: 


V. A 1760 George III half-guinea in the Newman collection has a 
block letter capital EB counterstamp in a horizontal oval on its 
obiverse. Part of the edge is filed away so that the coin weighs 
61.8 grains, which if multiplied by 2 results ina comparative 


weight of 123.6 grains. cs ,O | gem ) 


VI. A Portuguese 1755 half Joe, #2344 in the Garrett collection 
(ex Chapman, 1883), has a block letter capital EB counterstamp in 
a horizontal oval and weighs 216 grains_ (9 pennyweights@ i+qomd) 
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Vit. 2 Portuguese 1769 half Joe, #29 in the Wilcox sale by Chapman 
in 1901, is described as having "E B in script monogram" 
counterstamped vada at and weighs 216 grains (9 pennyweightae: Aj.,) 


a. icujt+—teo—determine—wieetrer the 
monogran mentioned ,s# EB - 






i) set ful thevdosndy 





n 0 : just Bb. Monograms are difficult to 
—read as is the B monogram on the Newman guinea piece under study 
Te here where part of the fancy work is on the left of the main 
ey i Ae of the basic B. Pee oe eee ee 


he. same counterstamp—as—on 
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The weight of the above four Garrett and two Newman preces 
show a very similar basis in that they are reduced in weight so as 
to pass for the value of 1 pound sterling in gold value or 10 
shillings or 5 shillings respectively based upon their original 
denomination. } 

The use of the script capital B in the counterstamp on # 2344 
of the Garrett collection along with a block letter capital EB 
counterstaifip tie the two COMnESKS Gabe Meco ahaa Ne—ether—known 








There is no reason for any independent assayer to revalidate ei 
Brasher counterstamp 47 UT VATE, 
It is to be observed that item VI and VII have identical 
weights thus tending to show that they were prepared by -the-same <4purll 
te ASSAYEE. ee dare AtTaritad 4 vrtiti , 
It is reasonable to assume that the script monogram in item 
VII is a B and Bek an EB stating of Gi in reading a abi ba 


ow. REF x Foe he Strpof iy } Couple wile 
"El lueerat ieee of most of the above mentioned counterstamped 7 
coins are available. 

The block letter EB in a horizontal oval is on Brasher 
Silverware. No record of a script capital AX is known on any 
Silverware. 

Brasher was employed by the US Mint in 1792 to make assays of 
gold and silver coins in U.S. circulation to assist in the 
determination of the rhigas  « tender value of such coins pursuant to 


then existing law. Ne me been 20 2mmK Lage Tt Dea a 
New-York. abla apt? YG PA ae eee 4 


See also: Howland Wood, Coinage of the West Indies, p. 30, 
fig. 122 & 123: AJN, 1892, p. 20; @it Breen, ANS centennial 


lati ay iis ois ) est srhves Contocinarliad Crone, (VET. 









08/03/98 11:06 @ 314 324 1998 ST L MERCANTILE Igj003 


EPHRAIM BRASHER SCRIPT COUNTERSTAMP ON 1772 ENGLISH GUINEA 


MoUreFrary 
The script capital E counterstamp eee obverse of a 1772 
‘ English guinea is within a circular ime and struck over the eye 


of the portrait. On the reverse opposite the counterstamp is a 
flattened area of similar size caused by the counterstamping. The 
old coin is very slightly worn and weighs 8.11 grams (125.2 
ins). The diagonally milled adge has been neatly filed away 
1 to 4 o’clock on the obverse for testing and adjustment 
This has reduced the official weight of 8.38 grams 
Ww ains) about 3.28%. 
ay There are important matters to consider: 
pod a) Was ere a@,basis for filing away part of the perimeter, 
and b)} Is th counterstamp that of Ephraim Brasher. 

LU a ar ae! Comparing this coin to other known counterstamped gold pieces 
Ae of the period it can be noted that: — 









I. A 1749 George II guinea # 2344 in Bowers & Merena auction of 
the Garrett collection (formerly Ellsworth 1923) contains two 
obverse die counterstamps on the obverse a script capital B ina 
circle like the ome on the 1772 piece; and a block ietter EB 
counterstamp in a horizontal oval. That 1749 guinea is filed down 
to weigh 125.5 grains. 


TI. A 1734 George II guinea #2343 of the Garrett collection 
contains a block letter capital EB counterstamp in a horizontal 
oval on its obverse. Part of the edge is filed away 50 that the 
coin weighs 126 grains. 


III. A 1718 George I quarter guinea # 2342 of the Garrett 
collection (formerly Ten Eyck 1922) contains a block letter capital 
EB counterstamp in a horizontal oval on its obverse. Part of the 


edge is filed away so that the coin weighs 31.5 grains which if wnllihed) 


he a ees Sagem Weis ina weight of 126 grains. 
ALgutrts , 7 


IV. A George III guinea # 2346 of the Garrett collection (formerly 
Ten Eyck 1922) contains a block letter capital EB counterstamp in 
a horizontal oval on its obverse. Part of the edge is filed away 
(obliterating the date ) so that the coins weighs 123 grains. 


V. A 1760 George III half guinea of the Newman collection has a 
block letter capital EB counterstamp in a horizontal oval on its 
obverse. Part of the edge is filed away so that the coin weighs 


61.8 grains, which if > d@ results in a-gquteea weight of 
123.6 grains. a 2. Compoular, 


The weight of the,Garrett and,Newman celleetien pieces show 
a very similar basis in that they are reduced in weight so as to 


~ 


EPHRAIM BRASHER Counterstamp on 1760 Half-Guinea 


The EB lettering on the counterstamp on the obverse of the 
1760 Half-Guinea is within a horizontal oval and is of the same 
size and shape as counterstamps on 1787 Brasher doubloons and of 
the hallmarks found on some Brasher silverware. The counterstamp 
on the half-guinea is over the middle of the hair of George II and 
leaves some parts of curls still showing. On the reverse opposite 
the counterstamp is a flattened area of similar size. The coin is 
Slightly worn from natural circulation. 

The official weight of newly issued 1760 English half-guineas 
was 4.19 grams or 64.72 grains. The counterstamped Brasher piece 
weighs 4.00 grams, primarily because part of its diagonally milled 
edge from 4:30 to 7 o’clock on the obverse was filed away for 
testing and weight adjustment, resulting in an 11 mm long chord 
line at the edge where part of its circumference was. Brasher made 
this test and adjustment to enable the coin to circulate for 10 
shillings (half pound) sterling value. He placed his hallmark on 
the coin to attest to its validity. The weight of the modified 
coin confirms this. 

The value of 10 shillings sterling used after 1717 during the 
18th century in England, British North America, and the United 
States was 4.76% less than the value in sterling of an English 
half-guinea coin of George II because the guinea was equal to 21 
shillings sterling value after 1717, making the half-guinea equal 
to 10 shillings 6 pence sterling. 

Business transactions for North America during that period 
were never calculated in guineas or their multiples or fractions, 
but in pounds and shillings sterling or in the varying and various 
American moneys of account or in Spanish dollars. English guineas 
and half-guineas were seldomly seen in circulation in North America 
and were treated there by weight as any foreign gold coin. 

When the theoretical original 4.19 gram weight of the English 
half-guinea is reduced by 4.76%, a weight of 3.99 grams results 
and is virtually identical to the 4.00 gram weight of the adjusted 
counterstamped gold half-guinea. This shows that Brasher intended 
his tested and adjusted half-guinea coin to pass in circulation for 
10 shillings sterling and as a respected New York goldsmith and 
Silversmith the public would rely upon his hallmark and accept it. 
Brasher was employed by the U.S. Mint in 1792 to assay foreign gold 
and silver coins pursuant to instructions from Alexander Hamilton, 
Secretary of the Treasury. A statute setting the value of foreign 
gold coins in the United States was also in force. 

Only a few similar Brasher counterstamped gold pieces are 
known to exist. This is the only Brasher counterstamped half- 
guinea known. 
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EPHRAIM BRASHER Counterstamp on 1760 Half-Guinea 


The EB lettering on the counterstamp on the obverse of the 
1760 Half-Guinea is within a horizontal oval and is of the same 
size and shape as counterstamp on 1787 Brasher doubloons and of 
the hallmark found on some Brasher silverware. The counterstamp 
on the half-guinea is over the middle of the hair of George II and 
leaves some parts of curls still showing. On the reverse opposite 
the counterstamp is a flattened area of similar size. The coin is 
slightly worn from natural circulation. 

The official weight of newly issued 1760 English half-guineas 
was 4.19 grams or 64.72 grains. The counterstamped Brasher piece 
weighs 4.00 grams, primarily because part of its diagonally milled 
edge from 4:30 to 7 o’clock on the obverse was filed away for 
testing and weight adjustment, resulting in an 11 mm long chord 
lime at the edge where part of its circumference was. Brasher made 
this test and adjustment to enable the coin to circulate for 10 
shillings (half pound) sterling value. He placed his hallmark on 
the coin to attest to its validity. The weight of the modified 
coin confirms this. 

The value of 10 shillings sterling used after 1717 during the 
18th century in England, British North America, and the United 
States was 4.76% less than the value in sterling of an English 
half-guinea coin of George II because the guinea was equal to 21 
shillings sterling value after 1717, making the half-guinea equal 
to 10 shillings 6 pence sterling. 

BuSiness transactions for North America during that period 
were never calculated in guineas or their multiples or fractions, 
but in pounds and shillings sterling or in the varying and various 
American moneys of account or in Spanish dollars. The English 
guineas were seldomly seen in circulation in North America and were 
treated there by weight as any foreign gold coin was. 

When the theoretical original 4.19 gram weight of the English 
half-guinea is reduced by 4.76%, a weight of 3.99 grams results 
and is virtually identical to the 4.00 gram weight of the adjusted 
counterstamped gold half-guinea. This shows that Brasher intended 
his tested and adjusted half-guinea coin to pass in circulation for 
10 shillings sterling and as a respected New York goldsmith the 
public would rely upon his hallmark and accept it. 

Only a few similar Brasher counterstamped gold pieces are 
known to exist. 


EPHRAIM BRASHER Counterstamp on 1760 Half-Guinea 


The EB lettering on the counterstamp on the obverse of the 
1760 Half-Guinea is within a horizontal oval and is of the same 
size and shape as counterstamps on 1787 Brasher doublcoons and of 
the hallmarks found on some Brasher silverware. The counterstamp 
on the half-guinea is over the middle of the hair of George II and 
leaves some parts of curls still showing. On the reverse opposite 
the counterstamp is a flattened area of similar size. The coin is 
Slightly worn from natural circulation. 

The official weight of newly issued 1760 English half-guineas 
was 4.19 grams or 64.72 grains. The counterstamped Brasher piece 
weighs 4.00 grams, primarily because part of its diagonally milled 
edge from 4:30 to 7 o’clock on the obverse was filed away for 
testing and weight adjustment, resulting in an 11 mm long chord 
line at the edge where part of its circumference was. Brasher made 
this test and adjustment to enable the coin to circulate for 10 
shillings (half pound) sterling value. He placed his hallmark on 
the coin to attest to its validity. The weight of the modified 
coin confirms this. 

The value of 10 shillings sterling used after 1717 during the 
18th century in England, British North America, amd the United 
States was 4.76% less than the value in sterling of an English 
half-guinea coin of George II because the guinea was equal to 21 
shillings sterling value after 1717, making the half-guinea equal 
to 10 shillings 6 pence sterling. 

Business transactions for North America during that period 
were never calculated in guineas or their multiples or fractions, 
but in pounds and shillings sterling or in the varying and various 
American moneys of account or in Spanish dollars. English guineas 
and half-guineas were seldomly seen in circulation in North America 
and were treated there by weight as any foreign gold coin. 

When the theoretical original 4.19 gram weight of the English 
half-guinea is reduced by 4.76%, a weight of 3.99 grams results 
and is virtually identical to the 4.00 gram weight of the adjusted 
counterstamped gold half-guinea. This shows that Brasher intended 
his tested and adjusted half-guinea coin to pass in circulation for 
10 shillings sterling and as a respected New York goldsmith and 
Silversmith the public would rely upon his hallmark and accept it. 
Brasher was employed by the U.S. Mint in 1792 to assay foreign gold 
and silver coins pursuant to instructions from Alexander Hamilton, 
Secretary of the Treasury. A statute setting the value of foreign 
gold coins in the United States was also in force. 

Only a few Similar Brasher counterstamped gold pieces are 
known to exist. This is the only Brasher counterstamped half- 
guinea known. 


EPHRAIM BRASHER Counterstamp on 1760 Halif-Guinea 


The EB lettering on the counterstamp on the obverse of the 
1760 Half—Guinea 16 within a horizontal oval and is of the same 
size and shape as counterstamps on 1787 Brasher doubloons and of 
the hallmarks found on some Brasher silverware. The counterstamp 
on the half-guinea is over the middle of the hair of George II and 
leaves some parts of curls still showing. On the reverse opposite 
the counterstamp is a flattened area of similar size. The coin is 
slightly worn from natural circulation. 

The official weight of newly issued 1760 English half-guineas 
was 4.19 grams or 64.72 grains. The counterstamped Brasher piece 
weighs 4.00 grams, primarily because part of its diagonally milled 
edge from 4:30 to 7 o’clock on the obverse was filed away for 
testing and weight adjustment, resulting in an 11 mm long chord 
line at the edge where part of its circumference was. Brasher made 
this test and adjustment to enable the coin to circulate for 10 
shillings (half pound) sterling value. He placed his hallmark on 
the coin to attest to its validity. The weight of the modified 
coin wontirms this. 

The value of 10 shillings sterling used after 1717 during the 
18th century in England, British North America, and the United 
States was 4.76% less than the value in sterling of an English 
half-guinea coin of George II because the guinea was equal to 21 
shillings sterling value after 1717, making the half-guinea equal 
to 10 shillings 6 pence sterling. 

Business transactions for North America during that period 
were never calculated in guineas or their multiples or fractions, 
but in pounds and shillings sterling or in the varying and various 
American moneys of account or in Spanish dollars. English guineas 
and half-guineas were seldomly seen in circulation in North America 
and were treated there by weight as any foreign gold coin. 

When the theoretical original 4.19 gram weight of the English 
half-guinea is reduced by 4.76%, a weight of 3.99 grams results 
and is virtually identical to the 4.00 gram weight of the adjusted 
counterstamped gold half-guinea. This shows that Brasher intended 
his tested and adjusted half-guinea coin to pass in circulation for 
10 shillings sterling and as a respected New York goldsmith and 
silversmith the public would rely upon his hallmark and accept Lee 
Brasher was employed by the U.S. Mint in 1792 to assay foreign gold 
and silver coins pursuant to instructions from Alexander Hamilton, 
Secretary of the Treasury. A statute setting the value of foreign 
gold coins in the United States was also ir, force. 

Only a few similar Brasher counterstamped gold pieces are 
known to exist. This is the only Brasher counterstamped half- 
guinea known. 





EPHRAIM BRASHER Counterstamp on 1760 Half-Guinea 


The EB lettering on the counterstamp on the obverse of the 
1760 Half-Guinea is within a horizontal oval and is of tne same 
size and shave as counterstamps on 1787 Brasher doubioons and of 
the hallmarks found on some Brasher silverware. The counterstamp 
on the half-guinea is over the middle of the hair of George II and 
leaves some parts of curls still showing... (On the Treverse opposite 
the counterstamp is a flattened area cf similar size. |'The,coin (is 
slightly worn from natural circulation: 

The official weight of newly issued 1760 English half-guinea 


"A 


was 4.19 grams or 64.72 Grains = THe counterstamped Brasher piece 

weighs 4.00 grams rimarily because part of its diagonally milled 
! ” 

edge from 4:30 to 7 o’clock on the obverse was filed away for 


testing and weight adjustment, resulting in an 11 mm long chord 
line at the edge where part of its circumference was. Brasher made 
this test and adjustment to enable the coin to. circulare cor, 10 
shillings (half pound) sterling value. He placed his hallmark cn 
the coin to attest to its validity. The weight of the modified 
coin confirms this. 

The value of 10 shillings sterling used after 1717 during the 
18th century in England, British North America, and the United 
States was 4.76% less than the value in sterling) of an) English 
half-guinea coin of George II because the guinea was equal to 21 
shillings sterling value after 1717, making the half-guinea equal 
to 10 shillings 6 pence sterling. 

Business transactions for North America during that period 
were never calculated in guineas or their multiples or fractions, 
but in pounds and shillings sterling or in the varying and various 
American moneys of account or in Spanish dollars. . ‘English Guineas 
and half-guineas were seldomly seen in circulation in North America 
and were treated there by weight as any foreign gold coin. 

When the theoretical original 4.19 gram weight of the English 
half-guinea is reduced by 4.76%, a weight of 3.99 grams results 
and is virtually identical to the 4.00 gram weight of the adjusted 
counterstamped gold half-guinea. This shows that Brasher intended 
his tested and adjusted half-guinea coin to pass in Cixreculatzon ‘for 
10 shillings sterling and as a respected New York goldsmith and 
silversmith the public would rely upon his hallmark and accept it. 
Brasher was employed by the U.S. Mint in 1792 to assay foreign gola 
and silver coins pursuant to instructions from Alexander Hamilton, 
Secretary of the Treasury. A statute setting the value of foreign 
gold coins in the United States was also in force. 

Only a few similar Brasher counterstamped gold pieces are 
known to exist. This is the only Brasher counterstamped halft- 
guinea known. 
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